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May 1, 2002 
Contact: Pamela Gregg 
gregg@udayton.edu 
DEMISE OF X-FILES BRINGS END TO 'BREAKTHROUGH TELEVISION.' 
CONTENDS UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON PROFESSOR AND FAN 
DATYON, Ohio- Jim Farrelly, professor of English and coordinator of the film minor 
at the University of Dayton, makes it a priority to be available to his students outside the 
classroom. A priority outside the hour between 9 and 10 Sunday evenings, that is. Like 
countless other fans of the supernatural- and unnatural -Farrelly can be found at home in 
front of the television Sunday nights, "meditating on the unknown and searching for truth." 
Sadly, Farrelly says, his ritual will end when the final credits role on "The Truth," the 
two-hour final episode of the X-Files series, airing at 9 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time Sunday, May 
19, on Fox. He said his mourning began months ago when he first learned of the finale, which 
will hit the screen amid a blizzard of hype, including scheduled appearances by series stars on 
The Tonight Show, Late Night, Rosie O'Donnell and Regis and Kelly. 
"The X-Files is the consummate thinking person's show," said Farrelly, who teaches a 
course on literature of the occult among other media-related courses. "Like all great art, it is 
subversive in nature and challenges our values and belief systems by exposing the underbelly of 
human institutions and the hubris that fuels them. At the same time, it conjures up images of a 
future-world constructed out of conspiracy, 'top-secret' cover-ups and alien invasions and 
takes us to the brink of close encounters of the worst imaginable kind. 
"With its innovative filming, dark vision and skillful storytelling, it has been 
breakthrough TV, and nothing has evel). approached its quality and brilliance." 
Farrelly accuses series creator Chris Carter of breaking a promise he made to viewers 
during filming of the X-Files movie, when he told TV Guide the Fox show was "a dream series" 
that would not be abandoned. "Although the truth will remain out there for others to pursue, 
Mulder and Scully will no longer be there to lead the way," he said. 
Farrelly said he laments the passing of another Fox show, Ally McBeal, the night after the 
X is axed. "Although Ally McBeal's passing won't affect me in the same way as the X-Files 
termination, David Kelley's innovation deserves a eulogy of sorts as well,'' he said. 
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"The Fox network is certainly facing a skinning extraordinaire when the execs slam the 
door on both the X-Files and Ally McBeal in what is rapidly becoming the 'teary' month of May. 
Mulder and Scully I'll miss the most because they made me think outside of the box, but Ally 
and company made we laugh and that, too, can be therapeutic for us academic types. Both 
shows pushed the envelope in creativity, innovative character-building and storytelling, and 
their common golden fleece was and is the extraordinary writing that Carter and Kelley 
delivered to wrench us back and forth from the tragic to the comic week after week. 
Farrelly retains faith that Kelley and Carter will deliver more soul-stirring shows in the 
future. "For the moment we will have to realize that only The Practice (Kelley's 'serious' show), 
The West Wing, Law and Order, and occasional flashes from Buffy and Angel will keep our minds 
alive and separate us from the couch potatoes who willingly engage in a steady diet of mindless 
and escapist TV, such as Everybody (not me!) Loves Raymond." 
As for the X, "I'll be there for the wake and the funeral, and I'll have vivid memories of 
the deceased throughout the rest of my life," Farrelly_said. "The real question is, what will I do 
with my Sunday nights from 9 to 10 p.m.? For years I have been telling my students never to 
call between those sacred hours because their professor is meditating on the unknown and 
searching for truth. Now I'll just be sitting there staring at the blank screen and crying in my 
beverage, lamenting the loss of Mulder and Scully and remembering Samuel Beckett's Endgame 
somber 'end:' 'Moments for nothing, now as always, time was never and time is over, reckoning 
closed and story ended.' It's just so hard to let go!" 
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For media interviews, contact Jim Farrelly at (937) 229-3435 or via e-mail at 
J ames.Farrelly@notes. udayton.edu. 
